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Debate Question: “Democracies should take in both Ukrainian refugees and
Russians seeking to escape conseription in the Russia-Ukraine War."
PersonE - 1hr. 290
This would show that many Russians are against the war.
W wa & Clhmy e
Personk - 1hr. ago

There are things we can do to identy Russians that could help our sccieties ¥ we let them
stay in the west

wa {F O nesy o
PersonF - 1 br. ago
There i no rational reason why only democratic countries should be compelled to accept
refugees.

£y wa &s D) hev e

Mediatorbot 3 1 min. g0

| undarstand that you both have different views on haw accepting Russian defectors and
refugees would affect the war. However, | also want to a2k you ta consider some evidence
from real-workd cases of Russian defectors and refugees in Europe. According to some
sources==, there have been saveral cases of Russian sokdiers and officials who have fled
their courtry and sought asylum in Eurcpe, claiming they did not want to particpate i the war.
According to another source, same experts have argued that offering asylum 1o Russian
deserters could be a way of challenging Putin's regime and supparting peace in Ukraine.
Person E. do you think this is a valid and viable option for democracies?

Person F, do you think this i a fair and humane opticn for Russians?

Thus, | propose that we consider creating a jomnt commissian of experts from democratic
countries and intemational arganizations that would evaluate the cases of Russian defectors
and refugees and decide whether they quaify for asyhim or not? This way, we can ensure that
the process is transparent, far, and consistent,

PersonF - 1 . 200
Accepting Russian defectars and their famiies may make it harder to influence
internal change in Russia.
3 wa dy Doy swe
Personf 1 hr. ag0
If Russians who are critical of the Putin regime al defect to the West, then it i likely that mr,
loyal scldiers and citizens wil remain in Russia. This wil increase Putin's influence
country.

wa & Dy ae
Personk 1 . ago

f patriotic Russians see their armed forces and felow citizens defecting to the West, they
masy begin to question ther gavernment and its actions.

we ) Berv e

@ vesistorbot 3 1 min.ag0

| think you both hawve some interesting arguments about how defection would affect the public
‘opinion in Russia. But | also think that this issue is not 50 smple and predictable. There may
be different factars that influence how people in Russia view ther government and the war,
such as the media, the appastion, the intematicnal communiy, and their awn personal
expariences. Therefare, | think we should not assume that defection has a clear or unform
effect cn the pubic apinion in Russia, but rather explere e possible scenarios and outcomes.
Far example, Persan E, haw do you know that patriotic Russians would quession their
govenment if they see defections? What if they see them as trators or enamies?

And Perscn F, haw do you know that loyal sokdiers and citizens woud remain in Russia # they
see defections? What if they see them as an appartunity or a challenge?

Al-Driven Mediation Strategies for Audience Depolarisation in
Online Debates
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ABSTRACT

Online polarisation can tear the fabric of civility through reinfore-
ing social media’s perceptions of division and discord. Social media
platforms often rely on content-mederation to combat polarisation,
contingent on the reactive removal or flagging of content. However,
this approach often remains agnostic of the underlying debate's
ideas and stifles open discourse. In this study, we use prompt-tuned
language models to mediate social media debates, applying the
strategies of the Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode Instrument (TKI).
We evaluate multiple mediation strategies in providing targeted
responses to the debates, as shown to a debate audience. Our find-
ings show that high-cooperativeness TKI strategies offered more
persuasive arguments, while an accommodating argument strategy
was the most successful at depolarising the audience's opinion.
Furthermore, high-cooperativeness strategies also increased the
perception that the debaters will reach a consensus. Our work paves
the way for scalable and personalised tools that mediate social me-
dia debates to encourage depolarisation.

CCS CONCEPTS
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1 INTRODUCTION

Social media platforms enable users to discuss ideas, project ide-
ology, and critique political decision-making. From the days of
ancient Greece, healthy democracy has been grounded on the mar-
ketplace of ideas and in public gathering places for citizens to listen
to debates on social and political issues. However, online discus-
sions often become subject to perpetual divisions, mob mentality,
and misinformation.

When online debates go awry, a human or virtual moderator
may reactively intervene to remove toxic or inflammatory posts
as dictated by a set of community rules as used on debating plat-
forms (such as self-moderation seen on Kialo and on subreddit
communities [69]), or platform-wide community guidelines [23].
However, this form of intervention does not address the conflict-
ing opinions and claims that led to the debate in the first place. It
can also shift discussions to more extreme anonymous forums and
echo chambers, as seen through the radicalisation of deplatformed
(banned) users from mainstream social media such as Facebook, to
extreme political fringe groups on Telegram [28. 65] and Gab [16],
and political forums such as Stormfront [28, 29].
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Rehearsal: Simulating Conflict to Teach Conflict Resolution

Omar Shaikh
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ABSTRACT

Interpersonal conflict is an uncomfortable but unavoidable fact
of life. Navigating conflict successfully is a skill—one that can be
learned through deliberate practice—but few have access to ef-
fective training or feedback. To expand this access, we introduce
REHEARSAL, a system that allows users to rehearse conflicts with a
believable simulated interlocutor, explore counterfactual “what if?”
scenarios to identify alternative conversational paths, and learn
through feedback on how and when to apply specific conflict strate-
gies. Users can utilize REHEARSAL to practice handling a variety of
predefined conflict scenarios, from office disputes to relationship
issues, or they can choose to create their own setting. To enable
REHEARSAL, we develop IRP prompting, a method of conditioning
output of a large language model on the influential Interest-Rights-
Power (IRP) theory from conflict resolution. REHEARSAL uses IRP to

oensrate ntterancec oronndad in canflict recalutinn thearv onidine
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In Proceedings of the CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems
(CHI "24), May 11-16, 2024, Honolulu, HI, USA. ACM, New York, NY, USA,
20 pages. https://dol.org/10.1145/3613904.3642159

1 INTRODUCTION

Managing interpersonal conflict is a critical skill. We occasionally
find ourselves in situations where our interests, values, or goals
conflict with others. If left unchecked, conflict can reach a boil-
ing point, manifesting in verbal arguments, physical altercations,
passive-aggressive behavior, or more [12, 20]. Additionally, conflict
correlates with increased stress [31], a downturn in productivity,
and absenteeism [44]. While avoiding any conflict may be impracti-
cal [59] how we choose to deal with conflict is not: in most settings
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A Change of Scenery: Transformative Insights from Retrospective
VR Embodied Perspective-Taking of Conflict With a Close Other
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University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN, USA

yong0021@umn.edu

Evan Suma Rosenberg
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN, USA
suma@umn.edu

ABSTRACT

Close relationships are irreplaceable social resources, yet prone
to high-risk conflict. Building on findings from the fields of HCI,
virtual reality, and behavioral therapy, we evaluate the unexplored
potential of retrospective VR-embodied perspective-taking to funda-
mentally influence conflict resolution in close others. We develop a
biographically-accurate Retrospective Embodied Perspective-Taking
system (REPT) and conduct a mixed-methods evaluation of its influ-
ence on close others’ reflection and communication, compared to
video-based reflection methods currently used in therapy (treatment
as usual, or TAU). Our key findings provide evidence that REPT was
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1 INTRODUCTION

Close relationships (e.g., family members, significant others, or close
friends) are strong predictors of health and well-being [18, 71], but
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